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TOM CUCINOTTA never could have envisioned the popularity that 
came with winning the 2012 Pleatco Perfect PoolGuy award. For 
the owner of Cucinotta Pool Service in Lake Worth, Fla., it’s been 
an influx of recognition both in face and name: magazine and radio 

interviews, and speaking engagements. 
It started 16 years ago when Cucinotta and his family 

moved to Florida. He was working 80 to 90 hours a 
week as an assistant manager for a chain grocery store. “I 
was very unhappy,” Cucinotta says. “I did not know my 
kids, and my wife was always alone. So I started looking 
for something where I could be the owner. I wanted 
to be home on the weekends. I wanted to see my kids 
play soccer after school.” He bought a 37-customer pool 
route, not knowing at all where it would lead. 

He now cites it as the best decision he ever made.
Within the first year, Cucinotta Pool Service had 

more than 100 pools on the route. Not long after, a pool 
builder approached Tom and asked if he would introduce 
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homeowners to their new pools, explaining 
maintenance and, it was hoped, gaining new 
clients. He was up to more than 300 pools 
within the first few years. Spreading the word 
was fairly easy for him: When a neighbor sees 
you doing a good job, they ask for a quote, he 
says.

However, Cucinotta Pool Service suffered 
with the economic downturn of 2008, and 
Cucinotta had run out of ideas. “My younger 
sister, Susan, and I were very close,” he says. 
“She was killed by a drunk driver years ago. I 
went to bed one night and said to her, ‘Help me 
through this.’ She’s my guardian angel.”

The next morning, Cucinotta received a 
call from Susan Russell, SCP pool business 
development representative. The fact that she 
has the same name as his sister is not lost on 
Cucinotta: “She came to our house for dinner 
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that night, and we all hit it off great,” he says. Since Russell came 
along, Cucinotta has not only seen his business double since to 600 
customers, but he attributes much of that to Russell’s marketing 
skills. They’ve also become close friends. 

“Tom knows the importance of education and advertisement 
and has grown his business far beyond what I ever expected him to,” 
Russell says. “He is passionate about his job and making sure the 
homeowner has accurate information regarding their pool products.”

Rob Dimare, South/Central Florida sales manager for Pentair 
Aquatics, says Cucinotta’s devotion to education contributes largely 
to his success. “Tom has traveled all over the world with me and 
has taught thousands of pool dealers his secrets on how to become 
successful. He has proven to be very ethical in his business ventures 
and has never stopped teaching customers and his peers how to do it 
the right way.”

Cucinotta says that’s his favorite part of being a pool guy: making 
a difference in someone’s backyard. “And when I do,” he says, “I 
walk away knowing that I made a customer for life, that I really did 
something that has value to it.” 
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The EPA’s recognition of energy 
savings potential is a monumental 
step for the pool industry.

CERTIFICATION FOR
VARIABLE-SPEED PUMPS

By Michelle L. Cramer
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In February 2013, the evolution of the 
pool pump reached an all-time high — 
not because of the latest technological 
advance, but because manufacturers now 
have the option to obtain Energy Star 
certification for variable-speed pumps. 
And, with a consumer base increasingly 
enthusiastic about energy conservation, 
the possibilities for more effective 
marketing campaigns and additional 
sales increase, too.

AN INTRO TO ENERGY STAR 
Managed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Energy 
Star is a domestic labeling program dedicated to helping individuals 
protect the environment through superior energy efficiency. 
According to Christopher Kent, EPA product manager for Energy 
Star, in order to consider developing a certification program for a 
product, the product category must meet these guiding principles:

 energy efficiency

 energy efficiency within a reasonable period of time

 technologies (the product is broadly available and offered by  
 more than one manufacturer)

 measurable and verifiable with testing

 be visible to consumers.

HOW IT ALL STARTED
Jeff Farlow, program manager of energy initiatives 
for Pentair Aquatic Systems, says that he has email 
communication with the EPA dating back five years. He 
was diligent in identifying the proper individuals at the 
EPA and ensuring they were aware of the energy savings 
potential offered by the new technology of variable speed 
pumps. 

“The regular contact was in an effort to keep it at the 
forefront — to ensure that it maintained a high position 
on the EPA’s priority list,” Farlow says. “We wanted 
them to also know that the pool industry was eager and 
willing to support the development of any specification 
associated with Energy Star.”

Kent says the development of an Energy Star 
certification program relies on rigorous market, 
engineering and pollution saving analyses. “Before 
developing or revising an Energy Star specification, EPA 
follows an established evaluation process, which draws 
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upon the expertise and resources of other stakeholders, including 
manufacturers, utilities, environmental groups and other government 
agencies,” he says.

By 2009, Hayward Pool Products was involved in providing 
feedback on conducted studies. Zodiac was soon to follow. Over 
the next few years, the EPA held several stakeholder meetings and 
webinars for open communication on the development process. For 
each specification, the opportunity to comment and provide feedback 
lasts six to nine months. “Multiple opportunities to actively discuss 
proposed elements for each specification are provided,” Kent says. 
“Collaboration and transparency are a priority for the Energy Star 
program.”

In regard to pool pumps, the EPA shared the first draft of 
specifications with stakeholders in August of 2012. After a few months 
of communication, everyone came together for an in-person meeting 
at the International Pool, Spa and Patio Expo in November 2012 to 
discuss final drafts. The specifications were complete and the program 
launched February 15, with the first pool pump certified by March.

THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS
Erica Porras, lead technical consultant on the process for ICF 
International, says a pool pump manufacturer starts the process for 
obtaining certification on its products by filling out the partnership 
agreement available on the Energy Star website. “All they really 
have to do is agree to all the terms of the partnership and familiarize 
themselves with the technical specifications,” she says. “It’s just a 
signature and checking off that they’re applying for the pool pumps 
program and then they submit the application to the EPA.”

Once the EPA approves an application, the manufacturer must 
get the pool pump tested through one of the third-party, unbiased 
certification bodies. After testing, the certification body uploads the 
product’s performance data and, providing it meets specifications, the 
manufacturer becomes an official partner with the program. Product 
performance numbers are all shown on the Energy Star website in the 
Product Finder tool. As of September 2013, 131 pool pumps and six 
manufacturer partners were certified.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE 
POOL INDUSTRY?
Energy Star certification for pool pumps opens up many 
opportunities for industry expansion. “There is obviously an  

energy movement 
occurring — 
customers are 
demanding more 
efficient products,” 
says Mike Giddens, 
assistant product 
manager for pumps 
and filters at Zodiac, 
which currently has 
18 Energy Star–
certified pool pumps. 

With certification 
now available, pool 
pumps fit more 
comfortably into the 
consumer’s desire to save money and the planet. After all, 
the pool pump contributes to a large portion of energy 
consumption for homeowners with a pool. “It’s the heart 
of the pool system, pumping water through everything 
else,” Giddens says. “Even though you may have a 
saltwater chlorinator, filter or automatic pool cleaner, 
those things are idle unless the pump is running.” And 
the pump is virtually always running.

Scott Perry, product manager of pumps and above-
ground equipment for Hayward (which currently has 
19 certified pumps), says the Energy Star certification 
provides independent validation of the energy savings 
promoted by the industry for some time now. “In 
addition, Energy Star further encourages utilities and 
energy efficiency service providers to offer rebates for 
the purchase and/or installation of energy efficient pool 
pumps,” he says. “This, in turn, further drives consumer 
recognition and demand. In short, Energy Star has and 
will continue to drive the adoption of energy efficient 
pumps.”

Additionally, Farlow, who reports that Pentair has 60 
certified pumps, believes that Energy Star certification 
opens up opportunities once overlooked in the energy 
sector. “If the home has a pool, it now provides another 
opportunity for significant energy savings that, prior to 
this certification, wasn’t even on the radar,” Farlow says. 
“This kind of recognition has helped us come to the 

ENERGY STAR CERTIFICATION FOR VARIABLE-SPEED PUMPS

For more information: 

ENERGY STAR POOL PUMP 
SPECIFICATIONS 1.0: 
ENERGYSTAR.GOV/PRODUCTS/SPECS/
NODE/187

APPLICATION TO BECOME AN ENERGY 
STAR MANUFACTURER PARTNER:
ENERGYSTAR.GOV/INDEX.
CFM?C=JOIN.MANUF_RETAIL_AGREE

APPLICATION TO BECOME AN ENERGY 
STAR RETAILER PARTNER: 
ENERGYSTAR.GOV/INDEX.
CFM?C=JOIN.RETAIL_AGREE

CLICKABLE RESOURCES
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forefront [of energy savings].”
Energy professionals, whose job is to sell 

energy efficiency, are also now aware of the 
savings opportunities with pool pumps, opening 
up new revenue for the pool industry. “We’re 
introducing this awareness and knowledge 
not to a group that will take away from pool 
service and contractor jobs, but to a group 
that will now provide pool professionals with 
opportunities,” Farlow says. “Once home 
performance folks are educated, we encourage 
them to go out and build a relationship with 
the pool contractor that can now address those 
things [for the homeowner]. It’s a growth 
opportunity for the pool industry.”
 

WHAT’S AHEAD
Establishing specifications for a product and 
opening it up for certification isn’t the end 
of the process. “As part of ongoing program 
management activities, EPA monitors the 
extent to which the guiding principle factors 
apply to each product category and prioritizes 
specifications for potential revision accordingly,” 
Kent says. “In product reviews, the EPA 
considers issues such as availability of a viable 
test procedure, product differentiation, potential 
for additional energy savings or cost-effectiveness 
potential of revised requirements.”

And, should the EPA need to revisit 
the specifications for pool pumps and make 
adaptations based upon technological advances 
or other factors, manufacturers and stakeholders 
will remain part of the process. 

As the first product available for 
certification, pool pumps are just the beginning 
of the relationship between Energy Star and the 
pool industry. Kent says the EPA is examining 
the “Connected Functionality” for pumps and 
should be distributing the first draft of criteria 
to manufacturers and stakeholders by the end  
of 2013. 

TOP PRODUCTS: ENERGY STAR PUMPS

Hayward Industries, Inc.
Elizabeth, N.J.
877-595-9584
HAYWARDINDUSTRIES.COM

This medium-head pool pump from 
Hayward is ideal for pool’s with 
1.5-inch plumbing. The variable-

speed Super Pump claims up to 80 percent energy savings over 
traditional single-speed pumps. The Super Pump can be used in new 
construction and as a replacement on existing pools. Not only is the 
pump Energy Star rated, but the programmable timers and enclosed 
permanent magnet motor also meet efficiency standards for Title 20 
and APSP 15. 

Zodiac Pool Systems
Vista, CA
800-822-7933
ZODIACPOOLSYSTEMS.COM

Zodiac’s Jandy-branded ePump 
+ SVRS pool pump has eight 
variable speeds. It features Jandy’s 

Pro Series’ Quiet Technology for smooth, quiet function. The ePump 
comes with many user-friendly features like a large trap basket, easy-
to-read indicators and ergonomic handles. The pump is completely 
programmable and meets Title 20 and APSP 15 standards.

Pentair Aquatic Systems
Sanford, NC
Moorpark, CA
800-831-7133
PENTAIRPOOL.COM

According to Pentair, the IntelliFlo 
VS+SVRS pumps can reduce 

energy costs up to 90 percent over traditional pumps. The pump 
employs digital intelligence with variable-speed technology and 
permanent magnet motors to increase efficiency. The programmable 
pump also has built-in diagnostics to protect it from common 
problems. The pump is NSF Certified, UL and ETL listed as an ASME 
A112.19.17.2002 Device.

Waterway Plastics
Oxnard, CA
805-981-0262
WATERWAYPLASTICS.COM

The Econo-Flo VSA pump from 
Waterway Plastics is Energy Star 
rated and meets Title 20 and Title 

24 regulations. The user-friendly programming allows for installation 
and programming of additional loads, such as a booster pump or 
chlorine generator. It comes with an adjustable base so that it adapts 
to existing pool setups. The pumps pressure is testable up to 50 psi 
and has built-in freeze protection.


